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i Alex . Carlson is a 39-year-okd

}'Miam} Springs lawyer whose quiet:
 practice in Lhe sbadow of Miami

{ International Afrport would seem:
‘unlikely to project him to promin-:
ence in the
magazine, ]

Jut yesterday Carlson, a husky, !
+affable man, acknowledged that jn
L its fortheoming-issue ook magazine *
fnames him as the CIA cover ‘agent:
twho recruited American aitmen for”
:the Bay of Pigs invasion. -'v .

- Carlson’s role, whatever it was,
might never have hecome public ex- |
ceept for the vielent death of four
- fliers from Birmingham, Ala., and
‘the mysterious pensions of $500 a
month still being paid to their
widows, o ’ :

In an interview at his elezant,
.colonial-style home on Bass Point
Road in Miami Springs, Carlson
smilingly denied, as he always has,
,that he worked for the Cenfral In-:
telligence Agency. ’ '
© “As far as I know'there was no
connection with the CIA,” insists
- Carlson, . o
- Carlson agrees he has ‘a firm,
:Douhle-Chek Corp,, ‘that recruited

age § iona . . s e
pages O.f a nahonal;a:rmcn in Alabama, Virginia and

B, Ress charge that four of the!

‘New York, In the beginning the
~checks, then $223, were sent by at-:

O & coniidcntial relationsmy,

The writers for Look magazine
say Cnilecn and his Double-Chek
Corp. wern the cover under which-
the CIA - sizued up two dozen U.S.*

Arkansas to scrve as pilot instruc-
tors for Cubon exailes, .
H

Authors David Wise and Thomas . :

U.S. fliers died in combat flying. -
B-26 bombeis at the Day of Pigs
fiaseco! But, they nav, the U.S. gov-
ernment has repeatediy lied totheir.
relatives coout that participation.
The ‘article claims, top, that
President Kennedy gave permission
for unmarked Navy jets to fly for.
one short hour in support of the
B-26$. H
The four men were Thomas Wil- |
lard Ray, Leo Francis Baker, Riley
W. Shamburger, Jr. and Wade Car-'
roll Gray. o :
A check for $245 goes once
every twg wecks to cach of theiw:
widows from Bankers Trust Co. of
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torney Carlson.
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“L never met the men,” Garlson -

8 aid yesterday. “Employes of
“Double-Chek did the actual recruit-
ing.” -

Carlson adds that while the Look
-article leaves the impression all four
‘men were pilots, two of them, Gray
“and Baker, were recruited as radio-
men.

. The Look magazine article says
-the widows are fearful of talking
too much, lest the checks stop. But
they recall being told storics of go-
.ing to a special service school by
their husbands when they left their
‘regular jobs with .a large Birming-
ham aircraft firm. =

All four also were members of the Alabama
Air National Guard and, Look claims, were
recruited because of their extensive training
with the B-26 bomber, :

The men told their wives to write them in
icare of a post office hox in Chicago, and at

ileast one, according to Look, warned his ‘wife

later not to talk about her suspicions of his

‘mission because it might result in lie detector E

tests lo find the security leak.

i Look says the quarlel’s part in the invasion
:hegan when they volunteered lo relieve ex-
“hausted Cuban exile pilats In B-26 flights over
{the beaches at the Bay of Pigs.

" C-46 cargo mission, -

lected during a one-hour perio'dﬂé't lda‘wn by un-
marked Navy jets, but because of a mix-up

" the jets had arrived and gone.

Ray and Baker were shot down by anti-

-aireraflt’ on Cuban soil, the article says, and
- Bhamburger and Gray at sea.

Two weeks, later, Look says, Carlson
visited' the "widows in Birmingham with a
local altorney and lold themx their lhusbands
were dead. Then he held a press confercnce
at which he announced' the four men were

~lost at sea on a cargo mission in a C46 -

plane. .

Carlson angered the widows bylcomment- l
ing the quartet *“would have had a nice
nest egg” if they'd lived.

Today, Carlsen sits uncuffled on Lis patio, :

‘_watching his- four kids swim in the back- -

door lake, and sticks {o the story about the

“That's what I was told,” he says.
. Carison quickly scoffs at any. suggestion |
hat perhaps he and Double-Chek are still
in action. ' .
“I'm just an  attoiney ' with a general
law practice — real estate, small airlines,

. aircralt “parts firms,” he says. “And I'm .
_ charter president of the Airport Lions Club.” .

Would he. take on another recruitment
mission if it came along?

."You can say I'm available,” he replies,

. smiling, o

. »Ip‘ad‘d"s' that they :_\g'ere'suppqsed‘to‘be pro-
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